Smokejumper Obituary: Mills, Sheldon H. (Missoula 1943) by National Smokejumper Association
Eastern Washington University 
EWU Digital Commons 
Smokejumper Obituaries Smokejumper Digital Archive 
August 2020 
Smokejumper Obituary: Mills, Sheldon H. (Missoula 1943) 
National Smokejumper Association 
Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.ewu.edu/smokejumper_bios 
 Part of the Forest Management Commons 
Recommended Citation 
National Smokejumper Association, "Smokejumper Obituary: Mills, Sheldon H. (Missoula 1943)" (2020). 
Smokejumper Obituaries. 406. 
https://dc.ewu.edu/smokejumper_bios/406 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Smokejumper Digital Archive at EWU Digital Commons. 
It has been accepted for inclusion in Smokejumper Obituaries by an authorized administrator of EWU Digital 
Commons. For more information, please contact jotto@ewu.edu. 
Smokejumper Obituary
Mills, Sheldon H. (Missoula 1943)
Sheldon, 81, died July 31, 1998. He was born July 2, 1917 in Douglas, North Dakota. He grew up on a farm
near Bellaire, Michigan. Sheldon was one of six children. His father was a traveling evangelist and "was
seldom home." 
    
Sheldon graduated from Bellaire H.S. in 1935 and went to work on a farm for $1.00 a day which he did for
three years. When a friend offered to pay college tuition, he went to Albion College in Michigan where he
graduated with hopes of becoming a high school teacher and track coach.
   
He ended up with the CPS-103 smokejumper unit at Nine Mile and, after training, spent the first two seasons
at Moose Creek R.S. Sheldon was injured will falling a snag on a work project, was unconscientious for five
days and spent six weeks in the hospital before returning to jumping. He was one of the few CPS jumpers to
jump all three seasons of the program jumping 1943-45.
   
After the war he returned to Bellaire and started a 33-year teaching career. "I was active in teacher
organizations, working for such things as teach tenure and the right to bargain collectively." Sheldon retired in
1979 and worked on his small farm.
(end of excerpt)
